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Japan is facing a growing problem with its water system.  The country has a good water supply system run by water 
agencies, but the cost of delivering water to people is getting higher.  The main problem is not that water is more 
expensive, but that fewer people are using it, especially in rural areas. 

Water agencies build and take care of systems that bring clean water to homes and businesses.  These agencies work 
in cities and towns and get money from the people they serve.  In big cities like the Kanto area, water systems are large 
and costly.  However, because many people live there, agencies can collect more money.  For example, about 10,000 people 
use each kilometer of water pipe in Tokyo. In a smaller city like Sapporo, only a few thousand people use each kilometer, 
and some areas have only 100 users per kilometer. This means big city agencies make enough money to keep running 
and can charge lower prices because many people share the cost. 

In contrast, rural areas have smaller and cheaper water systems.  But they also have fewer users, so agencies
cannot collect enough money.  The problem is getting worse as fewer people live in the countryside.  For example, a town 
in Hokkaido had 90,000 people in the 1950s, but now has fewer than 25,000.  Its water system needs fixing, and the town 
had to raise water fees by 30 percent.  For a normal home, this means paying a few hundred yen more each month.  But 
for some businesses, this means paying ¥100,000 more each year, which is a big problem, especially for small businesses 
that are already having a hard time. 

In other parts of Japan, things are even more serious.  In Shimane prefecture, a mountain area, the smallest towns 
may need up to ¥2.1 billion each year to keep their water services.  Right now, only 30 percent of that money comes from 
water fees.  The rest comes from the government.  These towns are trying to make their water systems cheaper, but 
their populations are falling so fast that some may not be able to run a water agency at all in the future. 
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Choose one aspect of the language or culture of an English-speaking country that you find interesting.  Explain what 
makes it interesting to you, and describe in detail what you know about it.  Your response should be around 200 words.
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