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Graduate School of Law
Master's Program

Diploma Policy (Policy on the conferring of degrees)

Persons who have earned the prescribed credits for completion under the Master's Program, and
who have submitted a Master’s thesis that has been accepted, will be judged as having acquired
any of the following capabilities, and will be granted a Master of Laws .

1. Highly creative, outstanding research and development capabilities that form the foundation for
judgment and practical ability as an independent citizen of sound sense

(1) Have acquired legal- or political-oriented thinking ability with abundant high-level expertise and
practical ability, along with highly creative, outstanding research and development capabilities, as
a person able to fulfill the role of expert

(2) Possess profound insights into contemporary society and a deeply considered sense of justice,
and have acquired expert knowledge and problem-solving skills as an educated individual who
upholds diverse fields in contemporary society

2. Systematic expert knowledge backed by international sensibilities and communication capabilities

Possess profound insights into global society, a deeply considered sense of justice, and a broad
perspective and keen sensibility with regard to phenomena occurring in global society, and have
acquired expert knowledge and problem-solving skills as an educated individual who upholds
diverse fields in global society.

3. Expert knowledge and skills to address the issues of the age and the demands of society

(1) Have acquired expert knowledge and practical capabilities in fields of expertise as a high-level
expert professional engaging in activity in government administration, NPOs, think tanks, or other
public fields through systematic research into jurisprudence and political science, while leveraging
awareness of issues and knowledge and capabilities that are grounded in work and societal
experience prior to admission and have been further built up in the field, and seeking
improvement of professional skills

(2) Have acquired systematic expert knowledge as a high-level, expert legal professional necessary
in contemporary society through the systematic study and research of jurisprudence and political
science, while aiming to pass professional examinations for judicial scrivener, administrative
scrivener, civil servant positions, and other legal-related positions.

Curriculum Policy (Policy on organization and implementation of curricula)

In order to develop human resources who have acquired legal or political thinking ability with
abundant advanced expertise and practical ability, and who are able to exercise those capabilities,
expert knowledge, and problem-solving skills in varied forms within diverse domains of society, the
Master's Program has established a curriculum policy as follows.

1. Organization and implementation of curricula

(1) Broadly divided, the curriculum consists of expert subjects and common subjects. Expert
subjects are composed of the following four clusters: public law, private law, jurisprudence,
political science, and new fields of law and politics, and are offered to enable the systematic
learning of diverse subjects. Subjects related to public policy are comprehensively composed with
the intent of developing expert professionals who engage in administrative work in local
government and leaders who will take the initiative in resolving issues in various public sectors



and communities.

(2) In the common subject "Research Skills," students learn research paper writing, methods of legal
research, and other research skills. This supports graduate school studies and research by
students of varied educational backgrounds.

(3) In "General Seminar on Law and Politics," the subject provides instruction enabling graduate
students to check the progress and outcomes of their own studies and research through reporting
and discussion, while also acquiring presentation and moderating skills. The teams of academic
staff belonging to the Graduate School provide instruction in a group (Group Instruction System).
In addition, the subject provides diverse educational opportunities that cross the boundaries of the
graduate school and university, including the provision of research updates by researchers in
varied fields within and without the graduate school.

(4) In order to meet the diverse needs of working persons and others, the Program employs a
system of daytime and nighttime classes. The Program has also established a long-term studies
system for the planned pursuit of studies over a long period, and an early completion system for
the completion of the Master's Program over the short period of one year, to provide flexibility in
Program duration.

2. Educational methods and evaluation

(1) The Program makes use of TAs (Teaching Assistants) and other systems to provide
opportunities for involvement in faculty education. By participating in various activities in the
Institute for Legal Studies attached to the University, students are able to engage in studies and
research open to problems in actual society.

(2) Through the special non-degree student system of the Graduate School, the Program secures
opportunities for outstanding undergraduate students to learn at graduate school, creating
connections with faculty education. In addition, through a non-degree student system, the
Program makes graduate school education broadly open to society.

(3) Students can, with limitations, study subjects of other graduate schools.

(4) Through the credit transfer system for graduate schools in Kanagawa Prefecture, the Program
provides opportunities for studies that cross the borders of graduate schools.

(5) In addition to the traditional Master's thesis, the Program has established a system that makes
use of work and societal experience prior to admission in the screening of the outcomes of
research on specific themes.

Admissions Policy
1. The capabilities fostered by a graduate school education

The Master's Program aims to develop human resources who have acquired legal or political
thinking ability rich in advanced expertise and practical ability, and who are able to exercise those
capabilities, expert knowledge, and problem-solving skills in varied forms within various domains of
society.

2. Entrants sought by the Program

(1) Persons who studied in the Faculty of Law and who are equipped with a high level of scholarship
and capabilities in the fields of jurisprudence and political science

(2) Persons who studied and majored in subjects other than jurisprudence and political science in
undergraduate studies, but who possess a strong desire to study and research jurisprudence and
political science, as well as the capability to execute study and research in the Master's Program

(3) Persons who, on the basis of past experience in society and in work, possess a strong desire to
study and research jurisprudence and political science in the Master's Program



(4) Persons who have not undergone formal university education, but who possess work
achievements and experience deemed to substitute for that, and who are recognized as capable
of executing study and research in the Master's Program

3. Evaluation of capabilities through university (selection method)

(1) In General Entrance Examinations and International Student Entrance Examinations, the basic
scholarship necessary for study in the Master's Program will be judged on the basis of degree of
achievement in studies through university and attitude toward independent and creative study and
research.

(2) In Special Entrance Examinations for Mature-Aged Applicants, whether applicants possess an
attitude toward independent and creative study and research and a deeply considered view of
justice, and whether applicants possess a desire to return to society what they have learned in the
Master's Program, will be judged. Persons who have not undergone formal university education,
but who possess work achievements and experience deemed to substitute for these, and who are
recognized as capable of executing study and research in the Master's Program, will be awarded
admission.



Graduate School of Law
Doctoral Program

Diploma Policy (Policy on the conferring of degrees)

Persons who have earned the prescribed credits for completion under the Doctoral Program, and
who have submitted a Doctoral thesis that has been accepted, will be judged as having acquired
any of the following capabilities, and will be granted a Doctor of Laws.

1. Highly creative, high-level research and development capabilities that form the foundation for
judgment and practical ability as an independent citizen of sound sense
Have acquired legal- or political-oriented thinking ability with abundant high-level expertise and
practical ability, along with highly creative, outstanding research and development capabilities, as a
researcher who is able to fulfill the role of expert in academia and in varied social venues

2. High-level, systematic expert knowledge backed by international sensibilities and communication
capabilities
Have acquired high-level legal capabilities, expert knowledge, and skills, as well as the
capabilities to independently conduct international, highly creative research and educational
activities from a global perspective, as a researcher who can meet complex and diverse demands in
contemporary society

3. High-level expert knowledge and skills to address the issues of the age and the demands of
society

(1) Have acquired high-level capabilities as a researcher of jurisprudence who possesses
perspectives for bridging theory and practice in fields of expertise, built on a foundation of the
outcomes of practical legal studies undertaken in a graduate school of law with the aim of
becoming a legal professional

(2) Have acquired expert knowledge and practical skills in jurisprudence and political science as a
practitioner, and have acquired the high-level capabilities to meet complex and diverse demands
in contemporary society

Curriculum Policy (Policy on organization and implementation of curricula)

In order to develop human resources who have acquired legal or political thinking ability with
abundant advanced expertise and practical ability, and who are able to exercise those capabilities,
expert knowledge, and problem-solving skills in varied forms within diverse domains of society, the
Doctoral Program has established a curriculum policy as follows.

1. Organization and implementation of curricula

Expert subjects are composed of the civil law subject cluster, public law subject cluster, and basic
law subject cluster. These are offered to enable the systematic learning of diverse subjects and
provide students with substantive course work. Course work and research paper guidance by
academic staff are organically combined in a balanced manner, with comprehensive guidance and
research support provided for the earning of a Doctor's degree. In addition, to meet the needs of
graduate students whose themes span diverse issues of interest and multiple domains of expertise,
the teams of academic staff provide guidance in a group (Group Instruction System).

2. Educational methods and evaluation
(1) The Program makes use of TAs (Teaching Assistants) and other systems to provide



opportunities for involvement in faculty education and Master's program education.

(2) By participating in various activities in the Institute for Legal Studies attached to the University,
students are able to engage in studies and research open to problems in actual society.

(3) Students can, with limitations, study the class subjects of other graduate schools.

(4) The degree of Doctor will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria.
1) Whether the degree dissertation is original, is of a high level, and is properly based on past
research results, and whether the dissertation can be expected to confer new knowledge upon the
domain of the research or to otherwise make some contribution
2) Whether the person seeking a degree is capable of conducting research activities independently
as a researcher, or has acquired the high-level research capabilities and abundant scholarship to
be active in fields of society that call for high-level expertise
3) Whether an appropriate theme for research has been set and whether research has been
executed through appropriate methods based on a clear awareness of issues
4) Whether the dissertation, as an academic research paper, is endowed with clear and precise
logic, whether suitable methods of description have been selected, and whether a clear and valid
conclusion has been obtained
5) Whether the research is free from fabrication or falsification of research data, plagiarism of
research achievements of others, or other problems in research ethics, and is free from
defamation, infringements of privacy rights or intellectual property rights, or other human rights
problems.

Admissions Policy

The Doctoral Program aims to develop outstanding human resources who have further enhanced
their legal capabilities, expert knowledge, and skills, including researchers who can engage in highly
creative research and educational activities, or working practitioners who can meet complex and
diverse demands in society. In order to achieve this aim, the Program will accept, from among the
diverse human resources below, those persons who possess a strong desire to learn, an attitude
toward independent and creative study and research, and a deeply considered view of justice, and
who are equipped with a desire to return to society what they have learned at the Master's program
or another graduate school.

1. The capabilities fostered by a graduate school education

(1) Enhanced expert knowledge and skills in the fields of jurisprudence or political science, and
research capabilities that facilitate highly creative research and educational activities

(2) The capabilities to meet complex and diverse demands in society, through advanced academic
training in the fields of jurisprudence and political science

2. Entrants sought by the Program

(1) Persons who studied jurisprudence and political science in the Master's Program (pre-doctoral
program), and who are equipped with a high level of scholarship and capabilities in a field of
expertise

(2) Persons who majored in fields other than jurisprudence and political science in the Master's
Program (pre-doctoral program), and who possess a strong desire to engage in study and
research in the Doctoral Program while leveraging those fields of expertise

(3) Persons who studied jurisprudence from a practical perspective in a graduate school of law, and
who possess a strong desire to engage in study and research in the Doctoral Program, while
leveraging the practical knowledge and capabilities gained there.

(4) Persons who, on the basis of past experience in society and in work, possess a strong desire to



study and research jurisprudence and political science in the Doctoral Program

(5) Persons who have not completed a Master's program (pre-doctoral program), but who possess
work achievements and experience deemed to substitute for these, and who are recognized as
capable of executing study and research in the Doctoral Program

3. Evaluation of capabilities through Master's program (selection method)

(1) In General Entrance Examinations and International Student Entrance Examinations, the basic
scholarship necessary for study in the Doctoral Program will be judged on the basis of degree of
achievement in studies in a Master's program and attitude toward independent and creative study
and research.

(2) In Special Entrance Examinations for Mature-Aged Applicants, whether applicants possess an
attitude toward independent and creative study and research and a deeply considered view of
justice, and whether applicants possess a desire to return to society what they have learned in the
Doctoral Program, will be judged.



