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Graduate School of History and Folklore Studies, History and
Folklore Studies Course

Master's Program

Diploma Policy (Policy on the conferring of degrees)

Students who have acquired the prescribed credits and whose master’s thesis has been reviewed
and accepted under the rules of this Master's Program are deemed to have acquired the following
capabilities, and will be granted a master’'s degree (in History and Folklore Studies).

1. Judgment and practical ability as an independent conscientious citizen

(1) Have acquired specialist knowledge and research capabilities pertaining to history and folklore
studies.

(2) Have acquired practical knowledge and skills concerning the survey, collection, restoration,
preservation, etc. of materials and artifacts in the course of field work and research

(3) Have acquired wide-ranging knowledge and capabilities for the preservation and development of
community cultural activities and regional culture and are equipped with the training to contribute
to society.

2. International sensibilities and communication capabilities
(1) Have acquired the capabilities to contribute to the international community with specialist
knowledge and skills pertaining to history and folklore studies.

3. Expert knowledge and skills to address contemporary issues and the demands of society

(1) Have acquired the skills to appropriately handle historical and folkloric materials and have gained
the field work and research capabilities to analyze said materials and investigate the
characteristics of Japanese society.

(2) Have acquired expert knowledge founded on the comprehensive analysis of historical and
folkloric cultural materials, as well as the capabilities essential for a high-level professional

Curriculum Policy (Policy on organization and implementation of curricula)

The goal of this Master's Program is to develop individuals who have the capability to conduct
specialized studies and research with a broad perspective in the fields of history and folklore studies
and are able to give full play to such capability, knowledge, and skills in various fields, including
education and research. The following curriculum policy has been established for this purpose.

1. Organization and implementation of curricula

(1) The Master's Program offers a broad range of subjects to enable comprehensive study of
materials and artifacts with a focus on historical and folkloric materials.

(2) The Master's Program consists of diverse subjects related to history and folklore studies,
together with a museology-related subject cluster for the nurturing of high-level professionals.

(3) The Master's Program adopts a semester system, as well as a fall admission and long-term
studies system, to accommodate the varied circumstances of working persons, foreign students,
and others.

2. Educational methods and evaluation

(1) The Master's Program emphasizes practical training in the skills for handling materials on history
and folk culture, as well as in field research methods.

(2) Education and research is closely linked to the Institute for the Study of Japanese Folk Culture



and the Research Center for Nonwritten Cultural Materials of Kanagawa University. Students are
given opportunities to participate in research meetings and field work conducted by these
organizations and are able to make use of the materials and artifacts held by the institutes.

(3) Students are given opportunities for short-term study at foreign partner universities of the
aforementioned research institutes, enabling the study of history and folk culture from an
international perspective.

(4) As an exercise in the master's thesis writing process, the Master's Program conducts biannual
interim report sessions with the participation of all teachers and graduate students to improve
presentation skills and nurture the ability to write dissertations with a high level of expertise and
interdisciplinarity based on group learning.

(5) Examination of the master's thesis is conducted through oral questioning by three faculty
members.

Admission Policy

1. The capabilities fostered by a graduate school education

(1) Capability to conduct specialized studies and research with a broad perspective in the field of
history and folklore studies.

(2) Practical knowledge and skills concerning the survey, collection, restoration, preservation, etc. of
historical and folklore materials and artifacts.

(3) Placement in advanced expert positions related to history and folklore studies, through the
acquisition of the Advanced Teacher’s Certificate (for junior high school social studies / high
school geography and history) and specialized training as museum curators

2. Students sought by this Program

(1) Persons aiming to acquire advanced specialist knowledge pertaining to history and folklore
studies

(2) Persons with an international outlook and a desire to develop new fields of research relating to
the history and culture of the Japanese archipelago

(3) Persons who wish to further their capabilities and acquire new skills to address various
real-world problems through techniques in the field of history and folklore studies

3. Evaluation of university-level capabilities (selection method)

(1) Applicants will be assessed through the regular admission process and admission schemes for
international and mature students on whether they are equipped with the basic knowledge and
capability in specialized fields, such as history and folklore studies, that are required for the study
of materials on history and folklore.

(2) Foreign students are also accepted through the Designated Partner University Recommendation
System.

(3) A “special selection” process in which written examinations are waived is conducted at the
request of applicants recommended by academic advisors.



Graduate School of History and Folklore Studies, History and
Folklore Studies Course

Doctoral Program

Diploma Policy (Policy on the conferring of degrees)

Students who have acquired the prescribed credits and whose doctoral thesis has been reviewed
and accepted under the rules of this Doctoral Program are determined to have acquired the
following capabilities, and will be granted a doctoral degree.

1. Judgment and practical ability as an independent conscientious citizen

(1) Have acquired the capabilities as a creative researcher to develop new areas in the field of
history and folklore research.

(2) Have acquired the capabilities to contribute to the modern society with specialist knowledge and
skills pertaining to history and folklore studies.

2. International sensibilities and communication capabilities

(1) Have acquired high-level, expert field work and research capabilities that are applicable
internationally in the research field of history and folklore studies

(2) Have acquired the capability to disseminate research results in the field of history and folklore
studies internationally via theses, etc.

3. Expert knowledge and skills to address contemporary issues and the demands of society

(1) Have further developed the skills to appropriately handle historical and folkloric materials, have
acquired the specialist field work and research capabilities to analyze said materials and
investigate the characteristics of Japanese society, and are equipped with the capabilities
required for involvement in education and research activities in places such as universities and
research institutes.

(2) Have acquired high-level intellectual knowledge founded on history and folklore studies and are
equipped with the capabilities to benefit society with such expert research

Curriculum Policy (Policy on organization and implementation of curricula)

The goal of this Doctoral Program is to develop individuals who have the capability to conduct
specialized studies and research with a broad perspective in the fields of history and folklore studies
and are able to give full play to such capability, knowledge, and skills in various fields, including
education and research. The following curriculum policy has been established for this purpose.

1. Organization and implementation of curricula

(1) The Doctoral Program offers advanced specialist education pertaining to the comprehensive
study of materials and artifacts with a focus on historical and folkloric materials.

(2) The Doctoral Program adopts a semester system, as well as a fall admission system, to
accommodate the varied circumstances of working persons, foreign students, and others.

2. Educational methods and evaluation

(1) Education and research is carried out in close partnerships with the Kanagawa University’s
Institute for the Study of Japanese Folk Culture and its Research Center for Nonwritten Cultural
Materials, and students have opportunities to participate in research meetings and field work
organized by the institute and the center. Students can also access the collection of cultural
materials housed in the institute.



(2) Students are given opportunities for short-term study at partner foreign universities of the
aforementioned research institutes, enabling them to become researchers who can serve as
advocates of Japanese history and culture and work internationally.

(3) The Doctoral Program offers opportunities to gain experience as leaders in education and
research through cooperating partner positions in joint research projects conducted by the above
two institutes or TA (Teaching Assistant) positions.

(4) In order to provide enhanced guidance for thesis writing, the Doctoral Program conducts annual
interim report sessions as a thesis writing exercise with the participation of all teachers and
graduate students to improve presentation skills and nurture the ability to write dissertations with a
high level of specialist and interdisciplinarity knowledge based on group learning.

(5) The process of dissertation writing requires the submission of the draft for advance screening by
three faculty members.

(6) Examination of the doctoral thesis is conducted through oral questioning by three University
faculty members, with the participation of outside experts as necessary.

Admission Policy

1. The capabilities fostered by a graduate school education

(1) Capability to conduct advanced, specialized studies and research with a broad perspective in the
field of history and folklore studies.

(2) Have acquired creative investigative and research capabilities to develop new areas in the field
of history and folklore studies that transcend existing frameworks.

2. Students sought by the Program

(1) Persons who aspire to acquire advanced intellectual knowledge in the study of materials on
history and folk culture

(2) Persons with an international outlook and a desire to develop new fields relating to the history
and culture of the Japanese archipelago

(3) Persons who wish to become researchers and contribute to society through education, research,
and cultural activities centered on history and folklore studies

3. Evaluation of master’s-level capabilities (selection method)

(1) Applicants will be assessed through the regular admission process and special admission
schemes for international students on whether they are equipped with the knowledge and
capability in specialized fields, such as history and folklore studies, that are required for the study
of materials on history and folklore.

(2) Foreign students are also accepted through the Designated Partner University Recommendation
System.



